Leaders in Service

MEMBERS REVIEW FATE OF
ANNUAL HARVEST AUCTION

Storrs, CT -- Members voted 17 for
and 17 against on the ballot question of
whether to hold the annual auction in Fall
of 2006. Each side of the issue was
thoughtfully debated at the January 18,
2006 business meeting.

Proponents of holding the auction
felt a strong obligation to the community
that has come to count on the annual auc-
tion as a way to contribute to Altrusa's serv-
ice programs. The auction has also come
to be regarded as one of NE Altrusa’s sig-
nature events that attract positive publicity
and potentially new members and donors.

Opponents of holding the auction
cited fatigue from the untold hours of
preparing invitations, baskets and prizes,
and the fact that most of the proceeds from
the auction come from Altrusans and their
families. It was also felt that the auction’s
focus had shifted to the bottom-line from its
original intention.

Because of the tie vote, the resolu-
tion to cancel the 2006 auction did not
pass. Plans are already underway to
select steering committee members and
chairs, and to rethink some of the logistical
details to ensure that the next auction is not
hampered by long lines and confusion.

The close vote gave members a
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Altrusans Betty Shibles and Bev Sims (center)
describe itemns for Harvest Auction 2005
patrons. More photos on page 5.

chance to reflect on the ways that a vol-
unteer group can preserve and nurture
its sense of solidarity through activities
that make membership both satisfying
for each other and relevant to the out-
side community, which it has served
since it was chartered in 1995.

Harvest Auction 2005 was held in
Rome Hall on November 6, with 153
people attending, and included both a
live and silent auction, as well as the
sale of forty-seven beautifully arranged
baskets. Net proceeds totalled $20,072.

New members are particularly
encouraged to bring their fresh ideas to
the planning of the next auction (to be
held November 5, 2006) and to sign up
for the various committees.

-- Fe Delos-Santos






